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WATCH: APD goes online to alert
public about crimes

06:21 PM COT on Monday, June 15, 2009

By CLARA TUMA / KVUE News

Police now have a new way to alert the public about crimes within a
matter of seconds. The alerts can be delvered via computer e-mail
or cell phone texts.

"The members of the

community are our Video

force multipler,” sad
Austin Police Chief Art
Acevedo. "If we can get
750,000 people to be
conmected, to stay in
touch, and to be able to
be part of the solution,
to take ownership for
public safety and
leverage that, we're
going ko be a much
safer community. So
we're really excred.”

L 003
K‘H"UE 5 Cliri Tuma reports

The new program is b >More KVUE News Video

citizencbserver.com, a
natignal program
designed to give
officers help fram the
public in solving crimes.

Viaw largar | E-mail clip | Mora video

Related links:
= APD crime glerts

"If we're looking for e V. el =

suspects, we can send .

that information out,” Acevedo said. "If we're Iuoklng for witnesses
we can send that information out. It is a tool that can help us
communicate. The potential is only limited by public participation.”

The program is free to those who sign up, but is costing the police
department $24,000 for two years -- about $1,000 a month for the
next 24 months.

Once connected, users can choose to be alerted via computer or cell
phone about crme issues in every area of town, or just in speafic
nesghborhoods.

"We want the community to be our eyes and ears and we want the
community to be able to use technology to makes it easier for them
bo communicate back with us,” Aceveds said.

Mambers of the public can also text anonymous tips about crimes at
APD at tip4ll. Police say the tewxts are welcome, but are not the
place to report emergencies.

"If you see someone nght now commit a cnme or commiting a bank
robbery, we want you to call 911," Acevedo said.
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